ATTACKS ON   RELIGIOUS  CUSTOMS.                    177
bled backwards, and doubled himself up between the bars and the back of the grate. He was fixed tight, and when he called for help, he could only throw his voice up the chimney. The echo from the cloud was the warning which brought his friends to the rescue.
ATTACKS ON RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS. Days of political paradox were coming, at which we now stare. Cobbett1 said, about 1830, in earnest, that in the country every man who did not take off his hat to the clergyman was suspected, and ran a fair chance of having something brought against him. I heard this assertion canvassed, when it was made, in a party of elderly persons. The Radicals backed it, the old Tories rather denied it, but in a way which satisfied me they ought to have denied it less if they could not deny it more. But it must be said that the Governments stopped far short of what their partisans would have had them do. All who know Robert Robinson's2 very quiet assault on church-made festivals in his History and Mystery of Good Friday (1777)3 will hear or remember with surprise that the British Critic pronounced it a direct, unprovoked, and malicious libel on the most
1 William Cobbett (1762-1835), the journalist, was a character not without interest to  Americans.    Born in  Surrey, he went to America at the age of thirty and remained there eight years.   Most of this time he was occupied as a bookseller in Philadelphia, and while thus engaged he was fined for libel against the celebrated Dr. Rush.    On his return to England he edited the  Weekly Political Register (1802-1835), a popular journal among the working classes. He was fined and imprisoned for two years because of his attack (1810)   on military flogging,  and  was  also   (1831)   prosecuted  for sedition.   He further showed his paradox nature by his History of the Protestant Reformation  (1824-1827), an attack on the prevailing: Protestant opinion.    He also wrote a Life of Andrew Jackson (1834).    After repeated attempts he succeeded in entering parliament, a result of the Reform Bill.
2 Robinson (1735-1790) was a Baptist minister ^who wrote several theological works and a number of hymns.   His work at Cambridge so offended the students that they at one time broke up the services.
3 This work had passed through twelve editions by 1823.